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Possibility of the Korean Cultural Wave in India

Kim Do-young
(University of Delhi)

Korea was primarily known to India because of the Korean war and
forgotten. It managed to revived its image with the Olympic games. However,
its images were instilled in India with its demonstration of industrial prowess.
In one of the most astounding stories of economic development in recent times,
Korea’s GNI (current US $) increased from $8 billion in 1970 to $922 billion in
2005, an increase of almost 115 times. 1995 onwards, logos of Korean gigantic
companies became household names all over India. Now some Indians are
hearing the new word, hallyu, the Korean cultural wave. Still there is a long
way to go to develop the image of Korea from the economic wave to the

cultural wave, hallyu.

Indo-Korean trade relationship has been developed tremendously from 570
million USD in 1991 to the size of 9.2 billion dollars in 2006. The names of
LG, Samsung, Hyundai etc are popularly known to people of India from
Kanykumari, the southern tip of Indian sub-continental to the Himalaya, the
most Norther belt. Along with this popularity, POSCO has begun its project to
construct a steel mill in Orissa state with 12 billion dollars. With this kind of
economic movement, the Korean economic wave has surpassed Japan, China, or
any other Asian country in India. It may be concluded that the assessment of
the Korean economic wave over the past decade has successfully made a
dynamic impact in India. However, formation of the first Korean cultural wave
has a long way to go. Though cultural exchange programmes have been
developed unceasingly, they are merely part of a normal international
relationship and a trivial introduction of Korean culture to 200 countries. How
will this be a kind of a wave in India? How deeply did we enter in the

Indian cultural ocean?

Culture is a design for living. The culture of Korean society is a way of life
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of Korean people. Korean culture is a learned behaviour shared by and
transmitted among Koreans. It has been diffused to East or South East Asian
Countries like Japan, China, Taiwan, Vietnam, Thailand, Indonesia, Malaysia etc
by various mediums like music, movies, dramas etc. However, it neither seems
to shape the cultural stream, nor a general social phenomena yet in India or
South Asian counties like Pakistan, Sri lanka, Bangladesh etc. Conspicuously
visible demarcation is made within the South Asian block. Thus, I'd like to
share the present situation and the possibilities of Korean cultural waves in

India.
Present Situation

For understanding the present situation of diffusion of Korean culture in
India, Korea related cultural activities in India may be reviewed and a sign of
regional development may be introduced, and an ultimate direction may be

proposed.

Korean Cultural Activities in India (2006)

2006.1  Korean Modern painters Exhibition(New Delhi)

2006.1  Drama Team ‘Mokhwa’ performance(New Delhi)

2006.2 TV Korea show case(Mumbai)

2006.2  Katha Asia International Literature Night (New Delhi)

2006.3  Korean Food Festival(Taj Hotel, New Delhi)

2006.4  Korea Tourism Road Show (Mumbai, Delhi)

20064  Indian movie shot in Seoul ‘Gangster-A Love Story’

2006.5  Korean Center for Information and Culture open

2006.5  Korean movie shows (Chennai)

2006.7  Asian Movies Festival(New Delhi)

2006.7 KBS Drama ‘Emperor of the Sea(Haesin)’ DD-TV Telecasting
20069  MBC Drama ‘Jewel of the Palace(Deajanggeum) DD-TV Telecasting
2006.11 Lalit Kala Academy Korean movie Show

2006.11 Jeongdong Drama teamPerfomance(New Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai)
2006.11 Goan Internationale Movie Show

2006.11 Korea Week, University of Delhi

46



Possibility of the Korean Cultural Wave in India

Korean Drama “King Kim Suro and Queen Heo” by Indian Students
Korean Caligraphy Demonstration and Participation

2006.12 Painter Jeong In-ja Exhibition(New Delhi)

2006.12 Chennai Korean Movie Show

Korean Dramas

Thus far, Indian governmental broadcasting company have broadcasted two
Korean dramas KBS Drama ‘Emperor of the Sea(Haesin; 2006.7) and MBC
Drama ‘Jewel of the Palace(Ghar Ka Chirag; Deajanggeum; 2006.9) Unlike East
Asian or Southeast Asian countries, they don't make any impressive

achievement in India.

A Viewing Rate of Jewel of the Palace(Daganggeum)

Dates Average rate D.D. National | D.D. Viewers Rate
8th Dec 3 6.3 5 above popular top 10 26.84
9th Dec 10 | 5.89 27.55
10th Dec 17 6.03 top 10 26.98
11th Dec 24 5.39 22.38

Though telecasting is significant, and viewing rate of D.D. seems to be good,
this program record is limited within Doordarshan programme, which is
generally aired to unreachable regions like the agricultural area, remote places
etc. by wireless waves. These regions lack the ability to aid in culture
formation as well as lack class. Approximately 40 cable channels are popularly
and powerfully viewed by culture creating classes. So far they didn’t include
Korean programmes. This implies that Korean programmes are not considered
as promising. Unlike other areas of India, the wave of globalization,
information and communication technology revolution has been felt in Manipur,
one of the North Eastern States of India, neighbouring Myanmar. The Manipuri
society, through Korean satellite channels and movies has been experiencing
Korean wave with more or less the same impact like other Asian societies and
a new wave of youth culture has surfaced in recent years. Despite all this
positive progress, evaluation on Korean cultural wave shouldn’t be in a hurry.

Rather, a few actual matters should be discussed since it has been limited
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within regional barrier: why it is not popular, what are the hurdles and what

are the best ways for Korean cultural wave etc.
No Cultural Proximity

The reason why Korean cultural wave does not create waves in India may
be explained in light of no cultural proximity between two countries.
Theoretically, media productions from culturally affiliated countries have greater
reception than those from the culturally distanced countries. Cultural proximity
is a characteristic that is predominately reflected in “nationally or locally
produced material that is closer to and more reinforcing of traditional identities,
based in regional, ethnic, dialect/language, religious, and other elements”
(Straubhaar, 1991). For instance, in case of movies, Masala movies have never
been popular in Korea due to the aforementioned characteristic. More than
1,000 such movies are released every year. However, it has been striking not
only Nepal or Sri lanka but even in Pakistan. So it shouldn’t be understood as
unilateral job. To what extent it may be accepted and absorbed is a matter of
possibility for Korean cultural current. From their view, taking one or two

movies or dramas is an invisible increase of their variety.
Indian Cultural Factors; Not Accepting Korean Cultural Wave

From the Korean point of view, diffusing Korea-originated culture may be
considered as Korean wave creating concentric cultural circle mostly in the
Asian region. Thus, the reason for the spread of Korean culture has become
important. However, from Indians’s view, one of recipients of Asian countries,
Korean culture is another minor cultural add-on course on the various cultural
exposure originated from various cultural differences. It may not be much

inspiring to them at all.

Idiosyncratic cultural factors of India or South Asia which may be hindering
the current should be studied and discussed. It includes certain communal
natures. There are some distinctive cultural differences between India and
Korea or between South Asia and East Asia which need to be scrutinized.

First of all, cultural factors are not considered seriously in introducing
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Korean works. People in India are basically Aryan, Dravidian etc. They
originally migrate from Central Asia and were nomads. They invaded the
Dravidians and settled in India and converted to an agrarian livelihood. Thus,
nomadic culture and agrarian culture were maintained simultaneously. Apart
from this, geographical boundary formed certain common cultural features
around Indian sub-continent. India sub-continent or South Asian countries share
common ethos. They maintain common culture in various ways influenced by
geopolitical, internal-international factors like Hindu ethos ruling area, British
colonial area, religious conflicts, etc. which show conspicuous differences from
East Asian countries. A few differences may be represented conspicuously .
Firstly, ruling class and the ruled have alienated each other because the races
and religion of ruling class changed over the course of a thousand years. Thus
they were less concerned about the rulers’ story. A few examples of Korean
movies or drama are not that popular as it was done in other Asian countries

because of not matching with Indian ethos and present social acceptance.

Dagangguem is not striking nor popular. It comes with wave telecasting.
People in India are not showing much interest. Why? First of all, blunt
characters without any common cultural factors: Mongoloid flat noses and big
faces, unattractive white color clothes which are different from Indian
traditional clothes, too strongly colorful, stories dealing with the monarchy or
aristocracy which they rarely bother etc. In Korea, palace life gave influence on
people’s life by the influence of the concept of confucianism; king's life, death,
house, ethics etc. But In India, these do not really concern people. With the
Arian rule, Hindu rule, Muslim rule, and the consequent British rule, culture
was always distinguished. When it hurt the people, it became a serious issue.
Indian ethos is such that they don’t consider king’s life and people as one.
While it formed one cultural block in Korea, in India it can not form a

cultural block.

In Haesin” s case, no better result is seen at all. It is nearly buried without
any significance. Compared to this, Korean culture is united between the ruling
and the ruled. This may be one of the reasons why the Jewel of the Palace is
not drawing people’s interest much in. One researcher reported about response

of agricultural area that people didn’t feel anything about the work the Jewel
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of the Palace. Those who watched it were watching it because they didn’t have
any other choice.

Secondly, it is better to be more imaginative, which may give vicarious
satisfaction to people. Indians enjoy unrealistic fantasy which is far from reality.
‘Arahan’ was shown in a cinema hall and telecasted through a cable. Its contents
are another variation of imaginative martial arts. Unexpectedly, it was welcomed.

Thirdly, it should appeal to people’s feeling, concluding with happy ending.
Usually movies with tragic endings have rarely reaped success at the box office.

Although dramas may be ending with happy ending, each serial may be tragic.

Second, the class of viewers is not targeted selectively. As mentioned above,
the viewers are mostly rural area farmers because it is telecasted by air. Already
cultural momentum of influential people has diminished and excluded in Indian
society. Indeed, if it is not related with Ramayana or Mahabarata which is
popularly known to most people in India, it may not be feasible to expect
successful response from people by air. In India the open waves aired to reach
poor farmers which may not be feasible for creating certain moves. In case of

China, that of Korean currents are rich, influential, dynamic in age, wealth, etc.
Possibility
Asian Cultural Proximity

As cultural proximity is a hurdle to the expansion of the Korean cultural
wave, it may be working as an assimilating factor of Korea in India. The
Korean economic success story might show the possibility of cultural diffusion
in Asian society.

Straubhaar shared ‘cultural linguistic markets” (Straubhaar, Fuentes, Giraud &
Campbell, 2002) or ‘geocultural markets’ (Straubhaar, 2002) as a premise for
cultural proximity. Cultural linguistic markets “are unified by language.
However, they go beyond language to include history, religion, ethnicity (in
some cases) and culture in several senses: shared identity, gestures and
nonverbal communication; what is considered funny or serious or even sacred;
clothing styles; living patterns; climate influences an other relationships with the

environment. Populations belonging to one market select television programs
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that are able to reflect the characteristics of this market.”
Keeping in view of the above theoretical framework, the cultural proximity
between Indian and Korean societies can be discerned. Cultural assimilation are

discovered in senior-junior concept, less gender contacts, buddhistic stream etc.
Socio-Cultural Changes

New youth culture; America was a dream for every youth in India before,
but now is slowly shifting towards East Asian countries like Korea, Japan and
China after "Look East policy’ was taken as economic policy. With the entry of
Korean companies, its impact upon the youngsters has been spreading in a few
ways. For example, watching the various Korean movies with CD has been
increasing around the campuses. In universities, youngsters are aware of Korea,
and learn Korean language and Korean manners. They have started using some
common sentences used in the day to day life. For instance, “Ahn-nyong-
ha-se-yo (hello), mat-jho (yes), neh (yes), ah-nee-oh (no), sil-le-hahm-ni-da
(excuse me), o-tak-he (what to do),gahm-sah-hahm-ni-da (thank you)” etc. Some
of them can even sing some of their favourite Korean singers’ songs. It is easy
to find people saying “I want to learn Korean so that I can know more about
their culture”. Some precedents from China or Japan are mostly fighting-related
movies like Kungfu movies, Samurai or battle movies, which implies dynamic
movements which draw actions and not much thinking demanded. Likewise,

some Asiatic factors may be working for emotional assimilation.
Asian Emotion

First, ‘sadness’ or 'Han' may be similar to Koreans’. There is a correlation
between the hindu life and fatalism. This is similar to the feeling of Korean
"han’. Therefore in traditional music related with religious lyrics, more minors
are used than majors. like Korean tunes.

Second, music and dances are important factors for assimilation. People love
music and dances commonly.

Third, youth dynamic characters are important for assimilation for Koreans.
As mentioned above, Indian youth are assimilated with American ethos in

modern music, which used to be transformed to Korea.
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Korea is acting as a filter for Western values making them more palatable to other
Asians. From clothes to hair styles, music to television dramas, South Korea has been
defining the tastes of many Asians for the past six years. Asian viewers describe
Korean dramas as energetic and exciting while maintaining traditional values. The
boom of Korean entertainment has increased demand for Korean products, and more
people have become interested in Korean culture and the language. However, its
wave is too small and is yet to be created. What are popular things in India from
Korea, which may be used as a psychological base in the society? The achievements
of Korean conglomerates like LG, Samsung, Hyundai etc. can be attributed. Cultural
combination between cultural products and commercial demand may be working as a
good base as POSCO ad coming in “Jewel in the Palace’.

Hallyu has shown its capability of “cultural creations” befitting Asian
sentiment and values. Korean wave has also been expanding its tide in other
parts of Asia. It is easy to conclude that despite certain hindrances, the Korean

wave can be steadily but firmly implanted in Indian soil as well.
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Korean Wave in Russia: Reality or Just Dream

-Focused on St. Petersburg realities-

Sergey. O. Kurbanov
(The St. Petersburg State University)

1. Introduction. Transformation of interest to Korea in Russia

Modern South Korean society and South Korean Government are concerned
about spread of Korean of so called “Korean Wave” for Korean culture will be
largely known as well as Chinese or Japanese culture.

The aim pointed above is very good because Korean culture has many
features worth to be known and accepted throughout the world. (Korean
philosophy of 16-19 centuries, Korean Literature of 20th century etc.).

The question of spread of Korean culture in East Asian or Central Asian
countries and in European countries is different. Asian countries, inspired by
economical achievements of South Korea can show some natural interest to
Korean culture as “the same Asians” (hoping to achieve the same economic
results with the help of culture).

The European and Russian cases are different.

Europe has shown deep interest to Far Eastern countries in 17-19th centuries.
This interest was especially focused to more developed China and Japan. The
peak of this kind of interest took place in 19 century. Unfortunately for Korea,
it was the time of policy of its self isolation, when Korea was ruled by such
weak kings as Sunjong, Hyejong and Choljong. So it was natural that at that
time Korean culture was not attractive for European audience, including Russia.

Only at the end of 19th century, especially after beginning of Russian
Korean rapprochement in 1896, the word “Korea” began to appear in Russian
popular literature. Russian diplomats, like the first Russian Ambassador to
Korea K.I. Vaeber, began to gather artifacts of Korean culture and books. Later
all these were brought to St. Petersburg, the capital of Russian Empire.

The period of Japanese colonial rule (1910-1945) has turned off the World’s

97



Sergey. O. Kurbanov

attention to Korean culture.

The period of the World division into socialist and capitalist camps
(1945-1991) helped in no way in growth of popularity of Korean culture in
Russia. North Korean culture attracted little attention of ordinary soviet people
tired from cult of LV. Stalin and not whishing to return to any cult in
anyway. So the figure of Kim Ilsung played role of bugbear not allowing
Russian people to get closer to original Korean culture. South Korea was an
enemy country of strong dictatorship, so no positive information about Republic
of Korea could be got at that time.

Since establishing diplomatic relations between Soviet Union (Russia) and the
Republic of Korea Korean culture has got an opportunity to get known in
Russia. But collapse of Soviet Union in 1991 and the following economic crisis
has led to temporary cultural decline. Korean businessmen who began their
activities in Russia in 1990s paid little attention to spread of Korean culture in
Russia. So in 1990s Korea was still little known by broad Russian audience.

At the beginning of 2000s Korean authorities has demonstrated more interest
to the problem of spread of Korean culture in Russia. Situation in Russia also
gave some hope for future perspectives of Korean culture there. But reality

turned to be not so encouraging as the hope was.
2. Boom of Korean language tutorials. Quantity with no accessibility.

At the end of 1990s-beginning of 2000s Russian book market demonstrated a
surprising “boom” of Korean language tutorials. I have already described some
of them at the conference of the International Association of Korean Language
education in 2002D. The middle of 2000s was remarkable by a new portion of
Korean language tutorials published. A large portion of these tutorials have
appeared in Moscow in a private publishing house “Muravey” (“Ant”). Another
large portion of Korean language tutorials was published in Russian Far East-in
Vladivostok.

The table below shows most representative tutorials.

1) Serguei Kourbanov. Ao} thgtule] oo w3 w4y HHZRZT FA4A0R 950
249 g e dAS} v, FAGTARGES] A122h FA e, AL, 2002,
91-99%:.
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Table 1. Some of Russian Korean language tutorials published
at the beginning of 2000s2)

g3bIKa. HauaJIbHBIN
xypc. COOpHHK
YHpaxXHEeHUN u
KOHTPOJIbHBIX
3aaHuit . basoBbIi
yuebHUuK

manual. For beginners.
Collection of exercises
and tests. Basic tutorial.

No| Authors Russian Title English Translation of | Year and Place
Title of Publishing
1. |Trofimenko Kopeit ckuit  I3bIK. Korean language. Home |Moscow, 2002.
O.A. HoMallHee UTeHHE. reading. For beginners. |1500 copies
Hauasbupil oTai.
2. | Trofimenko Kope#f ckuft  43bIK. Korean language. Home [Moscow, 2002.
O.A. JlomamrHee uTeHHE. reading. For advanced [1500 copies
IIpogBuHYTHIH oTam. |learners.
3. |Ivashchenko LV.|Yue6uuk kopeit ckoro (Korean language Moscow, 2004

Novikova T.A.,
Ivashchenko I.V.

YuebHHUK Kopel CKOTro
sI3bIKa. HauaJIbHBIHN
Kypc. bazoBmiit
YUeOHUK.

Korean language
manual. For beginners.
Basic tutorial.

Moscow, 2004

5. |Chalaya E.V,, Kopeit ckuit  I3bIK. Korean language. A Moscow, 2004
Li N.V,, Yue6bHoe mocobue mo  |manual for speech
Zdorovenko IIPaKTUKE DEUM. practice. For beginners.
EG. HauaJpHBII ypOBEHB.

Pakulova Ya.
Ye.

YuebHUK II0
ueporJudure g

Chinese characters
manual for students

Moscow, 2005.
2000 copies.

KOpel CKUll 43bIK.
YuebHOe Iocobme.

Korean language. A
tutorial.

M3YUaIOINIX studying Korean
KopeH CKUM SI3BIK language.
7. |Ivashchenko LV. |Heporiuduueckue Chinese characters Moscow, 2004
IIPOIIUCH ISt samples collection for
U3YUaIOIHUX students studying

Ivanov A.Yu.

Kopes.
JIMHTBO-CTpaHOBLEHUE.
YacTtp 1.

Korea. Lingvo-area
studies.

Moscow, 2006

Chon In Sun,
Pentyuhova V.E.

sI3bIKa. Ba3oBbIN KypcC.

manual. Basic course.

9. |Mazur. Y.N. I'paMMaTHKa Korean language Moscow, 2004
Kope# CKOT0 43bIKa. grammar. Morphology.
MopdoJiiorus. Word-formation. A
CioBoo6paszoBaHue. theory course.
TeopeTHueckuit Kypc.
10.|Kasatkina LL, |Yue6Huk xopeif ckoro |Korean language Moscow, 2004.

(2000 copies).

2) The table does not contain the full list of
beginning of 2000s

Korean language tutorials appeared at the
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Yue6Hoe 1ocobue.

No Authors Russian Title English Translation of | Year and Place
Title of Publishing
11.|Kaplan T.Yu., UntaeM u mepeBoguM |Reading and translating (Moscow, 2004
Jung Eun Sang. |Kopei CKy1O I'aseTy. Korean newspaper. A
Yue6Hoe 1ocobue. tutorial.
(AAE F=o).
12.|Lim Su Heporimnduka. Chinese characters. St.Petersburg,
YueOHUK IS Tutorial for 1-2nd Year |2006.
cTymeHTOBKOopencToB |Korean Studies (500 copies)
1-2 xypcoB. Students.
13.[Voronina L.A. [YuuMcs uuTaTh U Learn to write and read [St.Petersburg,
nucaTh mokopeit cku. |Korean. Moscow,

Krasnodar 2004.
(1500 copies).

V.V, and others

HEBOCTOKOBEIHBIX
CIIeITUAJIBHOCTEN .

Non-Oriental Specialties.

14.|Kaplan T.Yu,, PeueBolt oTHUKET Speech Ethics of Vladivostok,
Deryugina T.S. |coBpeMeHHOI0 Modern Korean 2003.
KOpelt CKOTo S3bIKa. language. Manual for  [(1000 copies).
Yuebruoe mocobume mJs |4th Year Students.
CTYHEHTOB 4T0 Kypca.
15.|Kaplan T.Yu., |Kopei ckutt s3pIk 1J1s|Business Korean for Vladivistok,
Jung Eun Sang |meJsoBoro o6uieHwMs. Senior Students. 2004.
YuebHoe mocobue I (1000 copies)
CTapIINX KyDPCOB.
16.|Kaplan T.Yu., |Yue6HuK kope#f ckoro |Manual course of Vladivistok,
Verkholyak a3bIKa OJd cTygeHToB [Korean for Students of |2004.

(1000 copies)

As one can see in the table above, most of tutorials were published to be
used by beginners. The only Russian Far East has demonstrated some progress
in making tutorials for advanced learners. The number of copies of tutorials is
not so big, varying from 500 up to 2000 copies.

Notwithstanding a comparatively large number of titles of Korean language
tutorials, it is not so easy to buy them in an ordinary shop. The only
university specialized bookstores can offer up to 8 Korean language tutorials
simultaneously, while ordinary shops have hardly 3 or 4 titles of Korean
language manuals. The same ordinary bookstores sells more than 8 10 titles of
Japanese or Chinese language tutorials, because Japanese or Chinese are
traditionally more popular than Korean.

Another peculiarity of the situation with Korean language tutorials is locality
of their use. Korean language wuniversity instructors never use tutorials
published in other universities or educational centers. Thus Korean language
teachers of Moscow State University use only manuals developed by themselves

and never by others. The same situation is in St. Petersburg, Vladivostok and
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other big Korean Studies centers of Russia.

St. Petersburg is the 2nd city of Russian Federation (5 millions of
population), but it has only one public school, where ordinary people can learn
Korean. This is a so called “Korean cultural youth center” organized at a
middle school No 151. The other educational centers offering Korean language
courses are St. Petersburg State University and St. Petersburg State Pedagogical
University, and they are closed for ordinary publicd).

Beginning from 2002 up to 2006 I was in charge to organize annually Tests
on Proficiency in Korean language (TOPIK; 3=0]5#Ad) in St. Petersburg.
Since 2002 the number of people applied for TOPIK were constant and never
exceeded number of 50-60 people. So one can say that popularity of Korean
language during last 5 years has not grown in anyway.

What are the reasons for that?

The main reason is impossibility of practical of use Korean language in
European part of Russia. There are no Korean books sold in St. Petersburg.
There are not so many offices of South Korean companies (LG, Samsung
Electronics) there. And these offices prefer to hire Russian personnel ignorant
in Korean and knowing only English.

As to the tourism industry, Korean visitors prefer to have Korean guides
(Korean students, living and studying in Russia) and they never want to have
a native Russian guide. (The situation with Japanese or Chinese tourists is
absolutely different. It is just impossible to see a Japanese guide with Japanese
tourists; in most cases it will be a Russian Japanese speaking guide).

That is why Korean language is little spread in Russia, especially in its
European part. (The situation in Russian Far East is slightly different).

There is no “Korean Wave” in the field of Korean language in Russia now.

3. Cultural events. No mind for effect

Since the 1990s-beginning of 2000s Korean government as well as private
organizations began to show some efforts for organizing cultural events in
Russia, including St. Petersburg.

The first significant Korean cultural event that took place in St. Petersburg

3) Since beginning of 2000s a strict univrsity pass system was introduced in most Russian
universities, so nobody can enter aterritor of a university without special pass.
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was an Exhibition of traditional Korean ceramics devoted to 100 Anniversary of
establishing of Korean department in St. Petersburg University. The Exhibition
took place on October 6-12, 1997. The exhibits were displayed at the Museum
of Ethnography in the downtown of St. Petersburg and supported by Daewoo
corporation (which still had a joint venture enterprise with local electronic
plant, which became bankrupt at the end of 1990s). The Exhibition presented
around 70 pieces of handicraft and had good resonance among St. Petersburg
citizens, though the time of exhibition was very short4).

The reason of it was a good time selected for the Exhibition.

Russian cultural life has a traditional yearly rhythm which should be taken
in mind when organizing any cultural event. Every year all the theatres in
Russia open in late September and close in early May. The Summer time is
used as time for vacations and time for international tours. Schools and
universities in Russia are closed since the end of June until the end of August.
The most popular time for vacations in Russia is also summer. In summer time
most of the people make efforts to leave their native towns and to go to the
southern parts of Russia or abroad. At the summer time the cultural life is
traditionally frozen. Even booksellers experience a huge reduction of book sales
until beginning of September.

So if one is intending to organize any cultural event in Russia, he should
avoid summer.

Japanese are always concerned about this traditional Russian cultural rhythm
and organize their events in deep autumn or early spring. Every spring for
more than several dozens of years Japanese General Consulate in St. Petersburg
organizes a cultural festival called “Japanese Spring” and every autumn they
organize “Festivals of Japanese Films” It is necessary to say that citizens have
to buy tickets to see Japanese films and it is always very difficult to get
tickets.

The opposite example is the Korean case. In summer (!!) of 2002 the
Embassy of the Republic of Korea together with South Korean government and
private organizations decided to organize a Korean culture festival devoted to
arrival to St. Petersburg of so called “Train of Friendship” which started from
Vladivostok, crossed Siberia and arrived to St. Petersburg at the end of July.

All the action was devoted to 150 anniversary of Lee Beomjin (¢]"8%l Ztj

4) See: BN ot RE FHER. AL, 1997.
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&AH who lived, worked and died in St. Petersburg in January of 1911. The
program of “festival” included scientific conference (July 29  30), performance
of Samulnori by Kim Deoksu, “Korean film festival”. “Korean film festival” was
organized in a‘- film hall of the Faculty of Philology of the St. Petersburg
State University. The St. Petersburg State University is an educational
organization closed for ordinary people. Besides, July is the time when just no
regular students can be found. As the result, some 15-20 spectators were hardly
seen at a cinema show:-:- Korean Embassy was able to make a report of a film
festival in St. Petersburg but real impact of it was close to zero. The same
could be said about impact of the whole “festival” in general. The number of
participants was huge, but most of them were Koreans.

From all of event I have got an impression, that it was organized mostly not
for local citizens and had no aim to make Korean culture better known in
Russia, but mostly for Koreans themselves, so they were able to spend exciting
summer vacations by trip through all the Russia and to see beautiful St.
Petersburg of its best period of white nights.

In 2004 there was a little exhibition of a Korean calligrapher Ko Imsoon (il
<) who is not so famous in the Republic of Korea but whose works are
worth to be seen. The exhibition took place in September 20-24 in a Meeting
hall of artists union of St. Petersburg, which not so well known among local
citizens. The opening ceremony attracted some 100 of visitors but during
following days the number of visitors was much little.

The same situation was in 2006 with the exhibition of Korean photographer
Cho Seiho named as “Sounds of Wind”. The exhibition took place on
November 16-26 at the Youth Educational Center of the State Hermitage
Museum. Though the time for exhibition was chosen quite well, the place was
not so good. I am a native citizen of St. Petersburg, but I have hardly found
the place. Besides, it is not opened for broad audience and usually the access
to the exhibition hall is not allowed without a special pass.

Perhaps, in the future, after establishing the Consulate General of the
Republic of Korea in 2006 the situation can be improved. On November 8§ 2006,
the Consulate General has organized a concert devoted to the opening of the
Consulate General. But:-- all the first part of the concert was European classical
music and only the second part introduced such Korean masterpieces as a

dance Hwagwanmu (3}3#%), dance with fans (F#%) etc.
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Korean culture is still very far from being well known in Russia. And
“Korean Wave” still has not reached European part of Russia, and just nobody

has heard about this phenomenon there.
4. Korean Restaurants as a part of “cultural wave”. Fully washout

Food (national cuisine) can become a mean for spreading culture largely
abroad. For example, spreading of hamburger culture results in appearance of
restaurants with interiors filled with American images. Thus, visiting
McDonalds” restaurants people automatically become closer to American culture
in someway.

Theoretically Korean food restaurants can also play role of a mean of
spreading of Korean culture abroad.

What is going on with Korean restaurants in Russia?

Private Korean food restaurants became to appear in Russia after settling
diplomatic relations with the Republic of Korea in 19905. In the middle of
1990th in St. Petersburg there were 3 Korean restaurants: “Seoul Garden” (A&
7}) founded in a prestige international hotel “Pribaltiyskaya” by businessmen
from South Korea, Korean House (3t=#), founded by local Russian Koreans
together with South Korean citizens, and an ‘Arirang” (°}2]®) by South
Koreans.

At that time there were around 5 Chinese restaurants and no Japanese.

In 2007 the situation changed greatly. There are around more than 70
Chinese restaurants, more than 50 Japanese restaurants and only 5 Korean. One
of Korean restaurants is a newly opened “small size” Korean House (¥t=H).
Besides there is a declining “Arirang” (°}2]®) restaurant with no Russian or
even Korean visitors (except karaoke rooms), a “Hodori” (£%2]) managed by
local Russian Koreans, a “Shilla” (412}) serving mostly for South Koreans and
unpopular “Koreana” (=& o}}).

That means, that while Chinese or Japanese food culture (and together with
it-ordinary culture) became better known and more popular among ordinary
Russian people, Korean culture is still unknown and attracts little attention of

native citizens. What are the reasons of such situation?

5) There was one North Korean restaurants in Moscowbefor 1990, but it was not ppular
among ordinary Russian public.
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to compare Chinese, Japanese and Korean restaurants existing in St.

Petersburg, the following difference can be found:

D

Chinese and especially Japanese restaurants usually have an excellent
national interior design, while all Korean restaurants has near to no
special interior except paper windows and few low level paintings.

It is a very important “detail” because Russians go to restaurants not
simply to eat tasty, but for having experience of “time and space travel”.
More peculiar is interior of a restaurant, more popular it is.

Chinese and Japanese restaurants’ waiters usually wear special national
colored uniforms while waiters of Korean restaurants have no uniforms.
The uniform is also a part of cultural attribute and makes restaurant
atmosphere more leveled. From this point of view Korean restaurants in
St. Petersburg are low level and nationally colorless.

Chinese and Japanese food taste is suitable or adjusted to tastes of
Russian people, so they can eat it with pleasure. Korean food is too spicy
for Russians. But Korean restaurants owners make no efforts to make it
suitable for Russian guests. The only thing to attract Russians is an
enlarged menu with Chinese or Japanese food. But in this case are they
really Korean restaurants or “Korean” only by name, selling Chinese or
Japanese food instead?

But if Korean restaurants are so unpopular among native Korean guests,
how can they earn money? The answer is quite simple: through serving
Korean (!!!) team tourists visiting St. Petersburg in summer time. Koreans
have accustomed to “ordinary” restaurants (¥¥H52]3) with no interiors
and no high quality service. They are satisfied with only taste and want
nothing except rice and kimchi chhigye (] #7H).

Thus, Korean restaurants in St. Petersburg are opened and working
mostly not for native Russians people, but for Koreans themselves living
or passing by this northern Russian city.

Thus, in the case of “spreading” Korean food culture in Russia we
witness the same reality as in the case of cultural events: Koreans are
orientated for themselves, closed for themselves and make nor efforts to
study an “outside” world (Russia) to make Korean culture more
adaptable by native Russian people. Korean food businessmen are not

concerned by idea of spreading Korean culture in a country they are
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working at a moment. Only they do to attract more native visitors-just
offer Chinese and Japanese cuisine (!!!) in addition to unpopular Korean
food.

Conclusion. There is no “Korean Wave” in the field of Korean food or

Korean restaurants in Russia.
5. What to do? Study local traditions as basis for cultural activities

Thus, we have examined the situation in the field of popularity /
unpopularity of Korean language, culture and even food in European part of
Russian Federation. The conclusion is not so encouraging. Korean culture is still
little known in Russia, especially at its European part. Ordinary people have no
distinct interest to Korean culture as they have to Japanese or Chinese.

The popularity of Korean departments at Russian universities is not only
growing up, but, in opposite, is constantly declining. For example, on March
31, 2007 the Faculty of Asian and African Studies of the St. Petersburg State
University )(the second large and prestigious university in Russia after Moscow
State University) has organized so called “day of open doors” what means a
day of free access for university entrants so they can get any information
necessary for future entering examinations. This day more than 150 people
have come to listen to introductory notes of the Faculty authorities. In 2007 the
Faculty opens 12 departments. Among them are “Chinese philology”, “History
of Japan”, “History of Korea” etc. And among 150 Faculty visitors only 2 (!!f)
schoolgirls showed interest to Korea and expressed their wish to specialize in
major of “History of Korea”. Only 2 persons from 150! This is a really
stressing example of unpopularity of Korea among Russians. A yearly
University admission fee for Korean department is 1500$ cheaper than for
Chinese or Japanese. Nothing else can be added as a comment for this striking
figure.

In 2001 in a Conference devoted to 10th Anniversary of the Korea
Foundation (which took place in Seoul) I have already presented a paper about
perception of Korea in Russian books and periodicals®). During my presentation

I have expressed an idea that if Korean authorities want Korean culture to be

6) Serguei O. Kourbanov. Reflection of Russis FirstContact with Korea in Books and Periodicals
/1 =3k AAL thd AE, A5, 2002, 17 33 &
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more popular in European countries, they should undertake a “field research”
in Europe to get known which elements of Korean culture could be potentially
attractive to Europeans. And then the Korean authorities can make some steps
in introducing those elements of Korean culture which were determined
through this “field research”. Notwithstanding a huge number of audience at
the Conference, my appeal was not heard and until now, as I know, no
research of this kind was ever made by Koreans in Russia.

On the contrary, South Koreans living in St. Petersburg say with self
confidence about non existing “Beginning of Korean Wave in Russia”. They
decide to organize “Korean culture festivals” having no contacts with local
organizations responsible for such kind of events. They think, if some Korean
performance team comes to Russia, Russian audience will eagerly come and see
performance?). But it is not so. Until present time most performances of Korean
art teams were “provided” with spectators by 1) lack of admission fee 2) direct
requests of Korean diplomatic authorities to “bring to performance students and
their relatives”. So it was possible to make an illusion of “popularity” of
Korean culture for single occasions only.

On the other hand, Russia has traditional organizations designed for realizing
international cultural events. For example, there exists a “Russian Japanese
friendship society” which together with the Japanese General Consulate
organizes “Japanese Spring Festivals” and other events mentioned above.

In early 2005 “Russian Korean friendship society” was re established. This
society for several times has appealed for the General Consulate of the
Republic of Korea to organize together Korean film festivals and other events.
But all thexe appeals were left without response.

I have an impression that Korea still lives in an époque of self isolation of
Taewongun (tHHw 3= ). Even acting abroad Korean cultural organizations
still remain closed, deciding everything by themselves and never allowing
foreigners to consult them what to do.

Before any rea/l “Korean Wave” will be able to appear in Russia, Korean
authorities and private organizations should make a “field research” aimed to
know which aspect of Korean culture could be attractive for Russians, and then
to invest in spreading Korean culture in Russia. Otherwise “Korean Wave” has

doubtful perspectives.

7) St. Petersburg Korean Journal Dabai Korea. 14 March 2007 // 2lAlotel = &/ Al &€t
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